Mary Watkinſon, 


1 Mother of Hannah Gooding (late Hannah Knight) an Tifant and Thomas Gooding 
F nh Son of Serjant Gooding. 


P ON the Marriage of the ſaid Aary with Fobn Knight, Eſq; her late Husband deccaſed, who had with her Five thouſand pounds 

Portion, there was a Setlement made ve x on for her, .and a Term of Five hundred Years veſted in Truſtees . for raiſing 

Portions for Daughters, and if but one, and no Ifſue Male,then to raiſe Five thouſand pounds Portion for ſuch'Daughter payable ar 
the day of Marriage, or One and twenty Years, with ſuch maintenance as the Truſtees ſhould think ' fir, not nceoding Sixty 

Y unds per Annum. | 

Now the card Fobn, Kni bt had Ifſue only ohne Daughter, the afore-named Infanr. 

And the ſaid Fobn Knight dying about May, One thouland fix hundred ninty and three, his Relations uſed his Widow very hard and unkindly, 
"which cauſed her fr 2 back to her Father who lived at Chelſea in Middleſex, from whence ſhe applicd her ſelf to the ſurviving Truſtees of t 
Tnfants Eſtate for a maintenance ſuitable ro her Daughters Fortune, whom ſhe had put with a Maid to wait on her toa noted Boarding School in 
the ſame Town of Chelſes, and under the condutt of one Mrs. Prieff, to whom ſhe gave Thirty five pounds per Annum for her ſaid Daughter and 
Maids Diet, and Five pounds for Wages, beſides the charge of her Cloaths , and other incident expences of the School which amounted to a 
conſiderable Sum, and thereſore exveted an allowance in ſome proportion anſwerable thereto from the ſaid Traſtees, but after much ſolicitation 
and attendance could prevail with them but for Forty pounds a Year, and of that never had but two Payments, in all amounting to Eighty pounc 
tho? the Infants Father hath been dead almoſt four Years. 

And having placed her ſaid Child at this Boarding School, ſhe refolved to have kept her there till her Years of diſcretion, not having the leaſt 
thought or intention of Marrying her, till finding endeavours were uſed by her late Husbands Relations (viz.) Am Knight his Siſter, Bridget Taylor 
one of the Truſtees Daughters, and others, to take her away from the ſaid School, ſo that for her preſervation ſhe brought her home to far 
where the like attempts were ſtill made, and Servants tampered with to betray her ro them, and this the did for no other cauſe or end, but thar 
her Child might not become a prey to thoſe who ſeemed more concerned for her Portfon then her Perſon : Under this difficulty ſhe conſulred with 
her Friends what was to be done to ſecure her Child, and ar laſt determined, that if ſhe could find a convenient March ſhe would Marry her: 
After this having a Propoſal made to her of Mr. Thomas Gooding the Serjants Son, and having a good account of the Serjant, did admit his faid 
Son to ſee her Daughter, and after ſeveral meetings of che Son, which as ſhe believes was without the knowledg of the Serjant, diddire& the Serjanr 
to be ſent for to Treat with him-concerning his Son, who coming to her, declared his unwillingneſs to Treat with her ſingly being a Woman, bur 
rather with her Friends, to whom he would make his Propoſals, what he would do for his Son and for ſetling her Daughters Portion, and making 
a proviſion for her in caſe they Married. Whercupon ſhe appointed one Mr. Whitehead an Attorney, and Mr. Mountzey to Treat with the Serjant, 
-who propoſed to them to lay our her Childs Fortine (when paid ) in purchaſe of Lands of Inherirance to be ſertled as a JoTanne, and in caſe ſhe 
ſurvived his So without Iffite, that the Eſtate ſo to be purchaſed, ſhould come to her and her Heirs; Alſo the Serjant offered to ſerle his increſt in 
the Office of Cufos Breviu? of the Kings Bench on his Son-immedtiatly upon payment of the Portion, and tocharge the ſaid Office with Fifty pounds 
per Amnum, more, as a farther proviſion for her ſaid Child, with whichPropoſals ſhe being acquainted, with the advice of her Friends, whom 
ſhe conſulted therein, ſhe and they were well ſatisfied, and looked upon her Daughter to be thereby well provided for, in caſe the Marriage took 
effeft. Upon which the afore mentioned Propoſals being accepted, rhey were reduced into Articles, and by advice of her Council ſettled and 
exccuted by the Serjant: Whereupon a Licenſe for their Marriage was taken out by her the latter end of September laſt ; ar which time ſhe did 
apprehend and ſo declared her Daughter to be about Twelve Years of Age,and ſoon after,that is to ſay,about the beginning of Ofober laſt,they were 
with her conſent and approbation publickly Married, and hopes and deſires the ſame may not be avoided or diſanuſh , conceiving the ſame to be 
for her Childs preferment, and not inthe leaſt ro her diſparagment or inconvenience. 


The Caſe ſo far as it concerns the ſaid Serjant and his Son, is as followeth, Viz. 


- That the Serjant's ſaid Son ( whom he hath bredd in Grays Inn a Student, and is almoſt at Bar ſtanding) having incouragment from the ſaid 
Mrs. Watkinſon, the Infant's Mother to Marry her ſaid Daughter, had ſeveral meetings wich the Mother concerning his Marriage with her without 
the privity or knowledg of the Serjant, which the Mother promord fo ſoon through the unkindneſs ſhe had from her late Husband's Relations 
and ſeveral attemprs to take her ſaid Child from her by indire&t means, as is preſ1med cither ro Marry her to ſome one of their own Relations, 
or detain her Portion from her, till her age of One and T wenty, for the benefit of her Uncle the Heir at Law. 
Tn which the Serjant hopes he hath done nothing unfaire, or otherwiſe then any Father might juitifably do for his Child, having the Mother's 
conſent and —_— therein, who was her Childs proper Guardian both by Nature and Law, and had the ſole diſpoſcing of her, which 
(as preſnmecd ) the hath done without any the leaſt Wrong or Diſparagment. 
And whercas it is Obje&ed, That the ſaid Scrjant knew there was a Bill depending againſt che Morher and her Husband to take the guar- 
Objed. dianſhip. of the Child from the Mother, by reaſon of her now Mariage, and the Serjaut was privy thereto being of Council with the De- 
fendants. and his hand to their anſwer. 
| - *Tis rrue he did peruſe the Defendants Anſwer tho' then a ranger to all the Partics, and looked upon the Bill to have no Equity 
Reſp. therein, whereupon to ground a Decree for to take away the Child from the Mother, tro whom the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Realm have 
intruſted her caze,. education, and diſpoſal. | | , 
| Thar in Hillary Term laſt the Surviving Truſtees for the Infants Portion, exhibited a Petition to the Lord Keeper againſt Mrs. Watkinſon and 
Hiler.Terme her Husband concerning the Infant, who ordered thereupon that Watkinſon, and his Wife, and Mr. Serjant Gooding ſhould appear before him 
| f. with the Infant the next day of Peritions. | _ 
. March . They attended with the Infant accordingly, where the Pertirioners reading Afidavirs that were not filed, his Lordſhip Ordered the ſame to he 
wY of 9702 filed, and though the Defendants were ready with their Wirnefles ro-make their Defence, his Lordſhip did think fir that both ſides ſhould file 
following. their Affidavits by Tueſday noon following, and to be heard on the Thurſday after. 

Both ſides appeared, and the Infant was brought into Court; but before the Cauſe came on, ſhe was conveyed away, and as is ſuppoſed 
by one Fane Paſmore, who about Five Years ſince was a ſervant tothe Serjant : The Serjanr,his Wife,her Siſter,and ſeveral of his Servants were Exa- 
mined whether they knew of, or were contriving to the taking away of the Infant, who all denied it, nor did, or do know any thing thereof. 

As to the Son's Swearing upon the Mothers mga, Foe che Licenſe for Marriage, that the Infant was about Twelve Years of age, tho the 
ſame be not matcrial or eſſential to the Marriage, or Licenſe, where the Parent appears, he was induced thereunto from what the Mother then 
declared before the Judge that took the Oath at Drs. Commons, and alſo before and after, often declared to him, his Father and Mother, rhat the 
Infant was about Twelve Years old, as ſhe really beleived, and alſo the ſaid Truſtces in their Bill exhibired in Fuly laſt ſer forth, that ſhe was 
then about Ten Years old, which at Chriſtmas following would be Eleven. Ir being agreed on all fides that ſhe was born about Chriſtmas. | 

As to the Mariage, Infra Annos nubiles, with the conſent of the Father of Mother, that it is good, there are abundance of preſidents, and 
every days experience. The Wite is Dowable, it mult be certified by the Biſhop a good Marriage. And alſo the Husband hath his A&ion de wxore 
abdu&d cum bonts viri, of a Wife, Infra Annos nubiles. | 

All which having bcen tranſafted bath according to the ancient Laws and frequent uſage of this Kingdom, ir is hoped no Fault can be 
imputed where neither the known Laws, nor common Pra&tice in like Caſes have yet found any. - 

ll which the Pericioners are ready to make out upon Oath befere your Lordſhips at the Barr of this moſt Honourable Houſe. =. 


2$ March. 


